9th Grade English

Mr. Roukis

Autobiography Portfolio Defense
Purpose:  Why do I have to orally present my autobiography?

· If you can teach others, you have truly learned.  In writing the autobiography, you’ve learned about yourself, writing styles and techniques, and literary elements.  In teaching a panel of judges about your autobiography, you are proving that you know the material backwards and forwards, that you have really learned it.  This is your “final” test for this project.

· Verbal literacy is essential in life, yet overlooked in school.  Verbal literacy, the ability to express your ideas using spoken language, and oral presentation skills are a key to success in classroom discussions and in the workplace.  At your future job, you will most likely argue points verbally more often than you write papers about them.  However, in high school, students speak infrequently and for short periods.  This portfolio allows you to build valuable verbal literacy and oral presentation skills.  

· You’ve accomplished so much – be proud and celebrate.  You spend all semester working on your autobiography portfolio – writing, revising, and polishing.  While the presentation will also be work, it is also a time to reflect on how much you’ve grown as a writer and thinker.  Presenting your autobiography lets you celebrate your progress publicly and bring this project to a (hopefully) positive close.

· It’s part of your grade.  The Autobiography is worth 60% of your overall grade.  Your written autobiography will be worth 1000 (100 points per chapter and 200 points for title/dedication page and critical thinking questions: subject to change).  Your oral presentation will be worth 1000 points. The total amount of points is 2000.  You will not pass the autobiography project if you do not present it.

Process:  What do I have to DO BEFORE my portfolio defense?

1.  Make sure the autobiography is complete.  If you are missing chapters or have failed chapters, they MUST be turned in by Friday, January 15th or you will NOT be allowed to present the autobiography. All revised drafts by Tuesday, January 19th, 2010 (early presenters) or Friday, January 22nd (later presenters) or, again, you will NOT be allowed to present the autobiography
2.  Re-revise your chapters.  Everyone MUST revise their drafts – clean up all grammatical mistakes and make the heading uniform: title of chapter only (centered).  

3.  Create your power point.   Buy a flashdrive to save your Power Point.  You will have to make 12 slides with text, animation, and visuals.
4.  Make index cards.  You will have to make index cards to plan out your presentation.  

5.  Practice, practice, practice.  You should not present your autobiography “cold.”  You should practice what you will say as much as possible!

Presentation:  How will I present?  What will I have to present?

Structure:  
· You will present to a panel of two teachers (9th grade &/or English Department).
· With the exception of “early” presentation slots, you will be assigned a time slot.  Since it is Regents week, you will only have to attend school for your presentation and the presentation for which you are assigned to be a student judge (usually the presentation right after your own).  You should arrive at school 15 minutes before your “reporting” time.  
· You will be graded on the quality of your presentation itself as well as your presentation skills (voice, body movement, eye contact, dress, confidence, etc.). 
· If you miss your presentation slot or are late, you will lose points and may fail the project.  If you arrive unprepared or in un-professional dress, you will not be allowed to present.  If you are disruptive during the presentations, you will lose points.  If you have to re-present, you will lose points.  
· DRESS: You must dress in proper MVA uniform, or formally: suit/appropriate dress.  No jeans, polo shirts, tee-shirts, fleece sweaters, sweat shirts, sweat pants, shorts, sneakers, etc.
Steps:
Your autobiography portfolio defense will last 30 minutes in total, including questions and grading.  It will follow these steps:

1.  Introduction:  Introduce yourself to the teachers.  Tell them your name and shake hands.
2.  Power Point Overview:  Go through the Power Point of your autobiography and give brief explanations of each slide.  Don’t rush it, but don’t take forever either.
3.  Thematic Explanation (Slide #10):  Explain your main theme and provide textual examples (from Power Point slide).  
4.  Excerpt Reading:  Read a chapter or part of a chapter (1-2 paragraphs max.) that illustrates your primary theme.   Explain how it shows your theme.
5.  Closing / Summary:  Discuss what you learned from the project and the experience of writing the autobiography.  
6.  Panel Questions / Defense:  The two teachers and student will ask you two questions from a list you will receive in advance.  For these questions, you will be expected to cite quotations from your autobiography to support your answers.  The panel will then ask you 1-2 questions that will be “surprises.”

7.  Deliberation / Assessment:  You will leave the room and the teachers / student will grade your autobiography portfolio defense using a rubric.  They will discuss what grade you should earn and come to a consensus.

8.  Final Grade:  You will be called back into the room and will be given your final grade for the project (oral and written).  In certain cases, you may be asked to re-present on Monday, February 1st.  

