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Autobiography:  Critical Thinking Analysis

Each Question must be COMPLETELY answered with QUOTATIONS from your autobiography to support the answer.

Accuracy

1. What is accuracy?  How, when and why did you use it in your Autobiography?

2. In chapter 2, you used details from your research to write about your neighborhood.  What details did you use to characterize your neighborhood in a negative or positive way?  Do you think that you gave enough details to show the reader what it is really like to live where you do?  Do you think your characterization of your neighborhood was completely accurate and fair?  Explain.    

3. In chapter 3 you used details to write about a family member (or members).   What details did you use to characterize them in a positive or negative way?  Did you give enough information about your family member (or members) and the story to really explain who they are, or what happened in the story they told you?  Do you think your characterization of your parent is fair?  Explain.
4. In chapter 5, you explained how a famous quotation or a piece of advice helped guide you in your life.  Explain how your analysis of the quote was accurate and how you accurately connected it to your life.  Be specific.  Is the quote still applicable to your life now?  Explain.  How could this quote be useful to others – friends, family, famous people – in improving their own lives?  Pick one person and explain.
Breadth
1. What does breadth mean?  Identify one example when you used breadth in your Autobiography.  Why did you use it?  How, and why, was it useful/important?

2. How do you view yourself?  Why?  What are some incorrect assumptions other people might have about you as a person?  After reading about your life in the autobiography, how might these assumptions be proven wrong?  Explain using specific events from your autobiography that prove you are not what people may think.  What questions might people still have about you after reading your autobiography?  What did you not talk about?  Why?
Completeness

1. What is completeness?  How, when and why did you use it in your Autobiography?

2. Complete the letter writing process:  In chapter 6, you wrote a letter to someone who you don't see any more.  If this person wrote back to you, what do you think s/he would say?  How would s/he feel?  Use specific ideas from your letter and explain how the person would react to them.

3. In chapter 7, you wrote about your future.  Which of your predictions do you think are most likely to come true?  Why?  Which predictions are least likely to come true?  Why?  Discuss specific “future” events from your chapter and evaluate them.  What do you think will happen in your future that you didn’t discuss in this chapter at all? Explain.
4. The essential question for the autobiography project was:  “Do we shape the world or does the world shape us?”  Now that you have finished the autobiography, explain what conclusions you have reached about this question.  Which chapters / events illustrate these conclusions?
5. How have you become more self-aware throughout the last few months while writing the Autobiography?  What is something you learned about yourself?  How?  Where is it represented in your Autobiography?

Precision

1. What is precision?  How, when and why did you use it in your Autobiography?

2. What is one literary device you used in the Autobiography?  Explain what device you used (define it), state where you used it (what chapter), explain why you used it (context) and share the example.  Did you use it correctly?
3. You were supposed to use a lot of detailed precise writing in the Autobiography?  Why is detailed writing important?  What are some examples of when, and where, you used precision in your writing?

4. How is your poem or comic book a precise example of that creative form?
Significance

1. What does significance mean?  What was the most significant moment in your life?  Why?  Where, and how, is this represented in your Autobiography?  How has it affected your life?

2. Consider the role of “cause and effect” in your life and your autobiography.  Select an event discussed in your autobiography and discuss the significant consequences of it.  What happened in your life as a result of the event?  How do you think the rest of your life would have changed if that event would not have happened? 

3. What is one academic skill that you have learned from completing the autobiography project?  Explain specific chapters in your autobiography that demonstrate the skill.  What is the significance / importance of this skill?  How will it help you in the future?
4. Manhattan Village Academy’s Three “R’s” are: Reason, Respect and Responsibility.  Pick one and explain why it is significant.  Next, explain how you have lived up to this tenet. Which chapters / events support your conclusions/answer?
5. What is a theme in your Autobiography?  What examples did you use to support this theme?  Why are they, and this theme, significant to you?
